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Meese F avors Reducing 
Total of Classified Data 

By LESUE MATHAND WERNER * 

I pirtll W Ik* Mnr Y«rt T—B~~ ^ .. . 

j WASHINGTON, March 20 — Attniv I Today, however, Mr. Mum w )arlWl 
ney General Edwin M e— e 3d —Id to- ' the n gg—Hn«i that the AdmliiWratha 
day that any Government decision to ,had r— t rtctad mocan to inf orm a tion 
proeecute journalists tor mating so- ; ^ jt had hiatead reducad the 
crets public would “depend on the dr- amount ctinformadon that w— da— i- 
cumstanc— of the case.” , fied, which he said be appl au de d . 

“1 and I would hope,” Mr. " “We have far too much classified in- 
; Me— e said, “that Journalistic ethics , formation in the Federal Go—ra- 
' would prevent people who have ob- mi» •• itfT) Me— a added. “A lot of 
; tainad what is in effect stolen property, thing, which shouldn't be classified 
I stolen Information, from utUfadng it In S' to, and t h e re for e thereto Mad ofa ho- 
way that would co m promise or hurt the him toward the p rotection of 

national security information.” 

* He called for a “tightening up” an 
claeetficatiop “eo that only material 

that really has to be kept eecrrt in the 
interests of national defen— or n ati o n a l 

security is classified, uHn Gut toe 

news media—weD — Goveramhot of- 
ficials wtrt together to mito he fire 
that that information to not lmp ro|»riy 


i Mr. Moose, in a . 

; eeeetan after a luncheon speech to the 
i Washington Pre— Club. waa aakad 
; whether be favored pros e c u t ing Jour- 
i nalists for publicizing dasrtfied infor- 
mation that was diedoaed to them 
i without authorization. ~ u 
t The Reagan Administration has re- 
i peatediy espre as ad concern over the 
i potential for unauthorized disclosures 

3 of information that would endanger na- 

4 tional se curi t y. In ISO it attempted to 
>-tigfiaa procedures for the handling of 


*Opea 

**I thHA that ultimately is the —tu- 
ition to this whole problem.” Mr.“ 
said.- 
Mr. 


— Attorney General. 

“We have a responsibility,” he told 
the audience of reporters, “to get to- 
gether to provide timely and accu rat e 


, such Information through an order ru- 
j quirjpg m any m ore Federal emplo y e— 

Uo sign secrecy a gr e em ents and ex- [pteted as b— tile to the 
Islanding then— of the polygraph, or lie { - ««— » ■ am i nt.t —Hn 
s detector, to investigate breach— of an- j 
icurity. - ! 

| CXA. Fre pee— L eg Hl a tt — 
f The order, which drew e storm of 
^protest from civil libertarians, also 
nw » atticism from Coqstbh 

to p ro m pt toe Administration to with- 
draw its key provisions. But since then 
toe Administration has de m o n str a ted 
its displeasure with u n a u t h o r ized dis- 
closuree in other ways, and is now coo- 
iMtriM » Ctatni < a a— nes 

proposal to make it a crime for Govern- 
ment employe— to diadoae national se- 
crets without permission. 


information to toe public about the De- 
partment of Justice and its activlti— as 
well — about the legal system. We 
have e mutual interest, really, and e 
need for each other.” 

“Sometim— there is a temptation In 
Govermn— t to do— up sourc— of in- 
formation,” he —id, adding that he 
would seek “to avoid this temptation” 
and try instead “to wok cooperative- 
ly.” 

He Says He’ll Meet Maxlcaa 

Mr. Mee— emphasized the role of the 
Federal Government in combating 
crime, which be defined as one of Ms 
toe prior iti es. 

He said he would meet in Washington 
this Friday with the Attorney General 
of Mexico, Sergio Garda Ramirez, to 
begin “in-depth discussions” of the 
drug traffic and of “serious problems” 
Mexico r epresen t ed in that area. 

Later, in r eepon— to a question, he 
said he would dlacu— the pos sibi li t y of 
extraditing to this country too— ar- 
rested in Mexico In the murder of an 
American narcotics agent. But it will 
probably “be better,” he said, to leave 
prosecution to toe Mexicans. 

Mr. Mee— —kl he would el— meet 
soon with the President of Colombia, 
Beliaario Batancur, to discuss combat- 
tag narcotics. 

On another subject, Mr. Mee— said 
that “cracking down on crime doesn’t 
mean that we as a society should toler- 
ate inhumane prison Candida—.” In 
toe lest 25 years, he said, there had 
been a 435 perce n t increase in serious 
crime, e 425 percent increase in ar- 
rests, but only a 71 p er ce n t increase in 
prison space, a situation he said he 
wanted to help correc t . 
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